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The Flagpole Story
Among Dr. Ben Sueltzs many achievements at
Cortland was the acquisition of the College's official
flagpole which stands in front of Old Main. It was
his initiative, planning and work that led to the
addition of the flagpole in 1943. The pole originally
was used at the British pavilion during the 1939
World's Fair in New York City.
The need for a new flagpole became evident in the early 1940s when the old wooden
pole became dangerously rotted near the base, Dr. Sueltz learned of the availability of
several World's Fair flagpoles and undertook plans to obtain one for the campus. With
funds left over from an air pilot training program which Dr. Sueltz administered, the
College purchased the 65-foot steel pole.
Dr. Sueltz said that the cost of transporting the pole to Cortland on two flat cars of the
Delaware and Lackawanna Railroad after being ferried across the East River in New York
was higher than the purchase price. Sueltz himself had to dig into his own funds to
finalize payment for the installation of the pole at the College.
The pole was dedicated August 23,1943. A time capsule containing historical
information from that period was buried in the concrete base of the pole.
BEN A. SUELTZ
Professor Emeritus of Mathematics
Former Acting College President
• Born in Braddock, ND in 1902.
• Graduated with a B.S. degree from South
Dakota State Teachers College (presently
known as Northern State University) at
Aberdeen, SD.
• Earned M.A. from Teachers College, Columbia
University and Ph.D. from Columbia
University.
• Joined the facu Ity at Cortland College in 1927 as a teacher of mathematics.
• Served as head of the Mathematics Department at Cortland from 1932 to 1952.
• Also served as director of the Graduate Division, director of Extension and Summer
Session, and was administrative assistant for the President,
• Was Acting President of the College, 1963-64.
• Worked with the New York State Education Department in the development of syllabi
in mathematics, Regents' scholastic examinations. and the University Scholarship
examination. His syllabus "Mathematics for Boys and Girls" was a pioneer effort in
reforming mathematics teaching. The State Commissioner of Education at the time
said the syllabus advanced the old arithmetic program "at least 50 years."
• In SUNY, he was vice chairman of the University Senate which was the highest
elective office of the University at that time,
• He was the author or co-author of 20 books in the field of mathematics and the
teaching of mathematics,
• Wrote more than 100 articles for professional journals and magazines and
educational yearbooks.
• Elected editor to establish and produce for seven years the journal, "The Arithmetic
Teacher," for the National Council for the Teaching of Mathematics,
• For 20 years was a member of numerous national committees for the National
Council of Teachers of Mathematics; was a Board Member for seven years.
• Served as a consultant with the National Science Foundation, Educational Testing
Service. Office of Higher Education of the State Education Department, American
Association for the Advancement of Science, and the United States Office of
Education.
• Was a lecturer-consultant for five years with the National Science Foundation.
Lectured from Maine to Texas to California.
• Served as a member of the American Committee of the International Commission on
the Teaching of Mathematics and was an associate member of the National Survey of
the Education of Teachers.
• During World War J1. was appointed Armed Services
representative for the Army, Navy, and Marines;
conducted a pilot training program with ground
school on campus and flight training at the
Cortland Airport for Navy V-5 cadets.
• Was named coordinator of veterans affairs to
oversee education under the GI Bill of Rights after
World War II.
• Started the Faculty Bulletin which later became the
College Bulletin. a weekly campus newsletter.
• Was ejected the first chair of the newly independent
College Faculty Association.
• Author of standardized tests in mathematics for the
Educational Testing Bureau.
• Was named a Distinguished Alumnus by his Alma Mater, Northern State College,
Aberdeen, SO.
• Was awarded a Distinguished Service Citation by the National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics.
• Received an International Friendship and Service award from the China Institute of
America.
• Was presented with a Service to the Nation in War Commendation by the U.S.
Secretary of the Navy.
• Was granted Faculty Senator Emeritus status in 1988by the SUNY Faculty Senate and
was recognized as "one of the pioneers of faculty governance in State University of
New York."
• Was cited nationally as a "Leader in Education" for his work in restructuring
elementary school mathematics.
• Was honored by World War II veterans on campus for his service to students who
were returning to Cortland from the U,S. armed forces.
• His hobbies include American Antiques. rare books. botany, horticulture, and fine
cabi net work.
• Retired from the faculty in 1965after 38 years of service to the College at Cortland.
